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EXPERIMENTS made with the GUM of the UPAS-TREE. 
[See our laff Entertainer.] 


I N the year 1776, in the month of February, I was prefent at 
the execution of thirteen of the emperor’s concubines, at 
Soura-Charta, who were convicted of infidelity to the emperor’s 
bed. Tt was in the forenoon, about eleven o’clock, when the 
fair criminals were led into an open fpace within the walls of 
the emperor’s palace. ‘There the judge paffed fentence upon 
them, by which they were doomed to fuffer death by a lancet 
poifoned with Upas. After this, the Alcoran was prefented to 
them ; and they were, according to the law of their great 
prophet Mahomet, to acknowledge, and to confirm by oath, 
that the charges brought againft them, together with the fen- 
tence and their punifhment, were fair and equitable. This they 
did, by laying their right hand upon the Alcoran, their left hand 
upon their breaft, and their eyes lifted towards heaven. The 
judge then held the Alcoran to their lips, and they kiffed it. 
Thefe ceremonies over, the executioner proceeded on his bufi» 
nefs in the following manner :—Thirteen pofts, each about five 
feet high, had been previoufly erected. To thefe the delin- 
quents were faftened, and their breafts ftripped naked. In this 
fitaation they remained a fhort time in continual prayers, at- 
tended by {feveral priefts, until a fignal was given by the judge 
to the executioner ; on which the latter produced an inftrument, 
much like the {pring lancet ufed by farriers for bleeding horfes. 
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With this inftrument, it being poifoned with the gum of the 
Upas, the unhappy. wretches. were lanced in the middle of their 
breaits, and the operation was performed upon them all in lefs 
than two minutes. 

My aftonifhment was raifed to the higheft degree, when I be- 
held the fudden effeéts of that poifon ; tor, in about five minutes 
after they were lanced, they were taken with a tremor, attended 
with a /ub/ultus tentinum, after which they died in the greateft 
agonies, crying out to God and Mahomet for mercy. In fix- 
teen minutes by my watch, which I held in my hand, all the cri- 
minals were no more. Some hours after death, I obferved their 
bodies full of livid {fpots, much like thofe of the Petechia ; their 
faces {welled, their colour changed to a kind of blue, and their 
eyes ledked yellow, Sc, Be. 

About a fortnight after this, I had an opportunity of feeing 
fach another execution at Samarang. Seven Malayans were 
executed there with the fame initrument, and in the fame man- 
ner, and I found the operation of the poifon, and the {pots in 
their. bodies, exactly the fame. 

Thefe circumitances made me defirous to try an experiment 
with fome animals, in order to be convincéd of the real effects 
of this poifon; and as I had then two young puppies, 1 
thought them the fitteft objects for my purpole. I accordingly 
procured, with great. difficulty, fome grains of Upas. I aif- 
folved half a grain of that gum in a {mall quantity of arrack, 
and dipped a lancet into it. With this  poifoned inftrument I 
made an incifioh in the lower mufcular part of the belly of one 
of the puppies, Three minutes after ic received the wound, 
the animal began to cry out moft piteoufly, and ran as faft as 
poflible from one corner of the foom to the other. So it conti- 
nuéd during fix minutes ; when all its ftrengrth being exhavfted, 
it fell upon the ground, was taken with convulfions, and died in 
the eleventh mivate. I repeated this experiment with two 
Other peppies, with a cat, and a fewl, and found the operation 
‘of the poifon in allof them the fame. None of thefe animals 
farvived above thirteen minutes. 

{ thought it neceffary to try alfo the effet of the poifon given 
fawardly, Which I did in the fellowing manner :—I diffolved a 
quarter of @ grain of the gum in halt an ounce of arrack, and 
made a dog Of feven months old drink it. In feven minates a 
retching enfaed ; and I obferved, at the fame time, that the 
Ahi! was delirious, as it ran up and down the room, fell on 
the ground, afd tumbled about: then ic rofe again, cried out 
véry loud, and in about half an hour after was ferzed with con- 
vulfions, and died. I opened the body, and found the ftormach 
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very much enflamed, as the inteftines were in fome parts, but 
not fo much as the fttomach. There was a fmall quantity of 
coagulated blood in the ftomach, but I could difcover no orifice 
from which it could have iffued, and therefore fuppofed it to 
have been fqueezed out of the lungs, by the animai’s ftraining 
while it was vomiting. 

From thefe experiments, I have been convinced that the gum 
of the Upas is the moft dangerous and moft violent of all vege- 
table poifons ; and I am apt to believe that it great]y contributes 
to the unhealthinefs of that ifland. Nor is this the only evil at- 
tending it: hundreds of the natives of Java, as well as Eurg- 
peans, are yearly deftroyed and treacheroufly murdered by that 
poifon, either internally or externally. Every man of fafhion 
or quality has his dagger or other arms poifoned with it ; and in 
times of war the Malayans poifon the {prings and other waters 
with it. By this treacherous practice the Datch faffered greatly 
during the lait war, as it occationed the lofs of half their army. 
For this reafon, they have ever fince kept fith in the tprings of 
which they drink the water ; and centinels are placed near them, 
who infpeé&t the waters every hour, to fee wicther the fith are 
alive. If they march with an army or body of troops into aa 
enemy’s country, they always carry live fifth with them, which 
they throw into the water fome hours before they venture to 
drink it, by which means they have been able to prevent their 
total deftruction. 

This account, I flatter myfelf, will fatisfy the curiofity of my 
readers ; and the few facts which I have related, will be confi- 
dered as a certain proof of the exiftence of this pernicious tree, 
and its penetrating effects. 

If it be afked why we have not yet any more fatisfactory oc~ 
counts of this tree, I can only anfwer, that the objeG of moft 
travellers to that part of the world confitts more in commercial 
purfuits, than in the ftudy of natural hiflory and the advance- 
ment of fciences. Befides, Java is fo univerfally geputed an un- 
healthy ifland, that rich travellers feldom make any long day in 
it, pos Fc want money, and are generally too ignorant of the 
language to travel, in order to make enquiries. In fature, thofe 
who vilit this ifland, will probably now be induced to make it 
an object of their refearches, and will furnith us with a fuller 
defcription of this tree. 

I will, therefore, only add, that there exifts a fort of Cajoe- 
Upas on the coaft of Macaflar, the poifon of which operates 
nearly in the fame manner, but is not half fo violent. or malig- 
nant as that of Java. 
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Tus NOVELIST. 
[Continued from page 34-] 
LETTER IV. 
Mr. HARCOURT ¢o the Honourable Me. STANLY. 


DIEPPE. 


OU fee I date this from France ;—but e’re I proceed fur- 

ther, I’ll acquaint you how I got here, and of every thing 
as it occurred, which fhall ferve me inftead of a journal ; there- 
fore I beg you will do me the favour to preferve my letters, as 
in fome future time they may poffibly prove ufeful mementos to 
refreth my memory of pait events. 

The two gertlemen I mentioned to you in my laft, and my- 
felf, were the only paffengers on board the packet. We were 
carried on the backs of the failors to the boat, which lay at fome 
little diftance: the tide being out, it could not be brought 
nigher, on account of the lownefs of the fhore; and when we 
were in the boat, (th¢ fea being alittle rough,) they could not 
make it float without being almoft up to their chins in water ; 
fo that the poor fellows were moft uncomfortably fituated. As 
foon as they delivered us and our things on board the packet, 
they had done their bufinefs, for which they demanded two 
fhillings of each of us ; a price that cuftom has fixed: but, in 
my confcience, I could not permit the poor fellows to depart 
with fo trifling a recompence for the trouble and toil they had 
gone through. I propofed an addition, which was readily com- 
plied with by the other gentlemen, that they might be enabled 
the better to wet their infides when they got on fhore ; for their 
outfides were wet enough, God knows. 

Though I had an hour or two before moft eagerly wifhed for 
the time of turning my back on England, yet, when I was fairly 
embarked, I could not but cait my eye on it with that kind of 
affectionate look, as if I was parting from fome valuable friend ; 
and thofe ideas that fo recently amufed my mind with the no- 
velty I fhould fee in the cuftoms ano manners of a people fo ce- 
lebrated in the world for their refined tafte and polifhed accom- 
plifhments, began to lofe their force.—Is it a weaknefs in our 
nature, Or is it not, to feel this attachment fur our native coun- 
try ? I could have dropped on my knees, and offered up a part- 
ing prayer to the genius of our ifle: nay, [ don’t know but 
fomething of that kind was going forward, for I was almoft lolt 
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in a reverie, when I was rouzed by the fall of a block from the 
maft-head, which came plump on the deck, and had nearly hit a 
failor on the head. ‘ It’s well it’s no worfe, my lad,” fays I. 
«« If it had happened (anfivered he) in a brifk gale, under a 
lee-fhore, it might have been worfe, my mafter.” He adverted 
to the confequeaces of navigating the fhip ; I, tothat of his own 
fafety : but he replied like a true failor, that knows no fear, nor 
dreads not danger ’till he feels its force. 

The wind fprung favourably up ; the land leffened to our 
view : I took my leave of it.—‘* Have you ever been in France, 
Sir?” interrogated the old gentleman, who was then at my el- 
bow. ** On my word, Sir, (fays I,) Iam not only a ftranger to 
the country, but am almoft ignorant of its language.” ‘* So 
are we, (replied a young gentleman, who was his fon,) and I 
fear we fhall find many difficulties im making ourfelves under- 
ftood.” <* Not at all, (returned I,) for the neceflary wants of 
life are fo fimilar in every country, that by figns and geftures 
only aman may make his way through the world well enough.” 
I own I treated this matter flightly, and could not bring it to a 
ferious though: but that it was very practicable. 

Finding myfelf fomewhat fick, I retired to the cabin, which 
was conveniently fitted up: there are a number of places on 
which you may repofe yourfelf, furnifhed with a mattrafs, pil- 
low, and blanket ; fo that, without undreffing, I threw myfelf 
on one of them, and was moft wretchediy fick indeed. The 
other gentlemen foon followed my example ; for we kept the 
deck as long as we could, in hopes of avoiding this terrible 
complaint. 

Being from this caufe rendered almoft litelefs, and quite tired 
out, I found fome {mall relief in dozing flaumbers, tor fleep I 
could not call it. 

Between four and five the next morning, I heard a more than 
common noife on the deck. The captain immediately came 
into the cabin, and told us a boat was a-long-fide to take us on 
fhore.—I received the information with the greateft plea{ure, 
haftily jumped up, and got on the deck, when I faw we were 
near the land. 

Rubbing my eyes, (for I was fcarce awake,) ‘‘ So, this is 
France, (fays I,) and thefe are Frenchmen!” looking into the 
boat.—** Bon jour, Monfieur,” {ays one of them:” ** Boz jour,” 
I reverberated, with a nod at the fame time to half a dozen of 
them. Then (whilft they were getting out our luggage) [ turned 
me about, in expectation of gratifying my fight with what I had 
often heard, as the fineft object in nature, the fun rifing o’er the 


glofly waves.—Thofe beautiful defcriptions given by the poets, 
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of the rofy morn, her golden rays, and a variety of other pleafing 
epithets, made me often with for an opportunity of viewing this 
delightful pifture. My imagination had been bufied, whillt my 
head was on my pillow, with the hopes of this gratification ; 
and Pope’s lines recurring to me, 

** Soon as Aurora heav’d her orient head 

«* Above the waves that bluth’d with early red, 

** With new-born day to gladden mortal fight, 

** And gild the courts of heaven with facred light,” 


only proved a {pur to my wary But think how cruelly I was 
difappointed, for it was as dark and dufky a morning as it could 
pofibly be. Though your watch told you it was near five, ap- 
pearances indicated itnot four. I could not help abufing matter 
Sol; and if my inveétives had been reduced to writing, I think 
you would have faid I treated him with great freedom : how- 
ever, you fhall e’en hear it at fecond hand; and for variety fake, 
or rather, as it is in unifon with my prefent feelings, I’ll give it 
you in poetic meafure. 


THOU fluggard, Phoebus! thou art lazy grown, 
Or like fome drunken rake, who ftroll’d the town ; 
Of midnight frolic ful] ; beating the rounds 

Of bawd and &rumpet, thro’ their weil-known bounds: 
*Till tired out with riet’s wild career, 

He feeks the abode of fome maft wretched fair ; 
There in the lap of diffipation funk, 

Of thought bereft, like one that’s fairly drunk : 
*Till reit reftores—tho’ reft no comfort brings, 
His folly haunts him, his refleGion ttings : 
Confus’d, he ftarts! and fleals himfelf away, 
Atham’d to fhew his face in open day.— 

So you, or | am very much miftakea, 

Might with Aurora on her couch been taken : 
For the, juft kalking from her downy bed, 

With matted treffes, and difheveil’d head, 
Atham’d to fhew herfelf in open day, 

Diiguis’d in Nox’s mantle, flole away.— 

And yoa, as if you with’d for Vother nap, 
Unwilling feem to drop your nightly cap ; 

For, lazily your arms you ftretch, and yawn, 
Unheedful that ber Hight brings on the dawn.— 
For shame !—your courfers to your chariot bring, 
Aad nimbly mount ;—copfider, ’tis a fin 

Your bufinefs to neglect, and cheat mankind, 

For you, an hour at leaf, have lagg’d behind. 
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As we approached the fhore, we paffed two fithing- boats ; 
the fingulatity of their rigging ftruck me forcibly, it differing 
fovery mach from thofe I had juft left behind ; they feemed 
the mere epitome of fomething great: and in this trifling ins 
flance, I could not help thinking but that I faw the national fu- 
periority of our marine. 

The cliffs, which we had nearly reached, appeared not fo 
high or white as thofe of Dover and other parts of the Britith 
coait : their chalky fides were ftained by the exuberance of the 
foil above. But this exhibited nothing novel, nor could any 
thing entertaining be drawn from the boatmen who were rowing 
us on fhore, whole converfation was the abufe of each other for 
not being earlier at their boat: fothat, turning from them, I 
was foon wrapped up in my cogitations ; from which was foon 
rouzed by a jog at the elbow, and an interefting queftion from 
the old gentleman, who afked me if I was not ready for a good 
breakfait, asa few minutes, he hoped, would place us before one. 
Though I was by no means averfe to the idea or invitation of 
fuch a retrefhment, set I could not forbear telling him it was 
the leaft of my thoughts, for I had been ruminating on the vi- 
ciffitudes of life. ‘* Yefterday, my good Sir, (fays I,) we dined 
in England, to-day fhall breakfaft ia France ; what a tranfition, 
in about thirteen hours to be tranfported from one kingdom to 
another! Yelterday, every man I faw, I could commune with ; 
could afk him a thoufand queftions, and without the apprehen- 
fions of committing any offence againft church or ftate: pre- 
fently I thall look about me, and cannot fay to one perfon, Friend, 
bow do you do? What’s the news ? or, Is the minifter impeached ? 
All, all here, will be enveloped in myftery, or dark defigning 
faperitition. Oh, England ! the bleffed land of liberty, where 
to rhink is not a crime ; and to {peak ene’s mind with frecdom, 
the birthright of every one of thy children !”—** True, true, 
Sir, (fays he,) but its now time to look a little to ourfelves and 
luggage, for here’s a number of people on the key ; I don’t 
know. but thefe French folks may be as light fingered, as they 
are a light-hecled people.” 

The wanter, this inftant, informs me the captain of the packeg 
called to know if we had any letters to fend to England. I 
would not lofe the opportunity, and will immediately fend you 








this. I have only jull time to fay—Adieu. 
{To be continued. ] 
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Sailor married a woman {ome time fince ; he ftaid wit 
£4 her the fir night, went to fea the next day, and did not 
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return for three months, at which period his wife was brought 
to bed of a fine girl. Jack was greatly enraged, and com- 
plained of his wife’s infidelity ; but the nurfe undertook to ap- 
peafe his wrath, by telling him that women reckoned by night as 
well as by day. ‘* Well, (replies the fon of Neptune,) that 
makes but fix months, and women generally go nine.” ‘* You 
fool, (replies the old matron,) you have forgot the three months 
you have been at fea; only recolleé&t, that three months by day, 
three months by night, and three months at fea, make nine 
months ; your wife is an honeft woman.” Jack thought the 
explanation very right, and begged pardon for his unjuft accu- 
fation, and at prefent lives very happy with his virtuous wife. 





ACCOUNT of th AERIAL VOYAGE performed by 
Mefirs. CHARLES and ROBERT. 


ac REVIOUS to our afcenfion, (fays Mr. Charles,) we had 

fent up a globe of five feet eight inches, to difcover the 
courfe of the wind,and mark out our intended route. The com- 
pliment of cutting the ftring was paid to M. Montgolfier, and 
it inftantly rofe. Mean while, we prepared to follow it with 
impatience ; but the perplexing circumi{tances we were in, pre- 
vented our putting into execution every minute particular that 
we had intended the night before. The globe and the chariot 
were in exact equilibrium on the ground. At three quarters af- 
ter one we threw out nineteen pounds of ballatt, and rofe in the 
midftof a profound filence, occafioned by the emotion aad afto- 
nifhment of both parties. 

** Our firft pleafing reflections on our efcape from the perfe- 
cution and calumny which had attacked us, were heightened by 
the majeftic fcene which prefented itfelf to our view ; on every 
fide a moft ferene fky, without a cloud, and a moft charming 
diftant profpeét. As we afcended by an accelerated progreilive 
motion, we waved our banner in token of joy ; and, in order 
the bettcr to enfure our fafety, I was particularly attentive to the 
barometer. 

__ M. Robert examined the cargo with which our friends had 
~ ballafted our chariot, 2s for a long voyage, of Champaign, &c. 
blankets, and furs. Having enough, and to fpare, he began 
with throwing out one of the blankets, which fpread itfelf into 
the air, and fell near the dome of the Affumption. The baro- 
meter then funk fixty-fix inches, and we had ceafed to afcend ; 
or, more properly {peaking, were arrived at the height of about 
three 


a ne ee 





_— tee 


a ee ae 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 85 


three hundred tojfes. ‘This was the height at which I had un- 
dertaken to flop ; and from this moment, to that of our firft 
getting oyt of fight of the obfervers at the different ftations, our 
horizontal courfe was between twenty-fix inches and twenty-fix 
inches eight Jines of the Mercury, which agrees with the obfere 
vations made at Paris. We took care to throw out our ballaft in 
proportion as we defcended by an infenfible lofs of inflammable 
ir, and we raifed ourfelves fenfibly to the fame height. Had 
circumftances permitted ys to regulate this bal!a(t with more ex- 
atnefs, our courfe would have been almoft abfolutely horizontal 
and voluntary. 

** Having reached the height of Mouffeayx, which we left a 
little to the left, we remained for a moment ftationary. Our 
chariot turned abont, and we then filed off as the wind direéted. 
We foon after paffed the Seine, between St. Ouen and Afnieres, 
and leaying Colombe on the left, pafied almoft over Gennevil- 
liers, We had croffed the river a fecond time. Leaving Ar- 

enteuil on the left, we paffed at Sanois, Franconville, Eau- 
ans: St. Leo-Taverny, and Villieis ; croffed L’Ifle Adam, 
and aftewards Nelle, where we defcended. Such were nearly 
the places over which we muft haye paffed almoft perpendicu- 
larly. This paflage makes about nine Paris leagues, which we 
ran over in two hours, with fcarcely any fenfible agitation in the 
air. 
«* During the whole of this delightful journey, we felt not the 
leaft uneafinefs about our own fate, or that of the machine. The 

lobe fuffered no other alteration than the fucceffive modifica- 
tions of dilatation and compreffion, of which we availed our- 
felves, to rife or defcend at pleafure, in any qaantity. The 
thermometer was, for above an hour, between ten and twelve 
degrees above o, owing to the infide of our chariot having been 
warmed by the rays of the fun. Its heat foon communicated it- 
felf to the globe, and contributed, by the dilatation of the in- 
flammable air within, to keep us at the fame height, without 
being obliged to lighten our ballaft ; but we fuffered a greater 
lofs : the inflammable air, dilated by the fun’s heat, efcaped by 
the appendage to the globe, which we held in our hands, and 
loofened, as circumftances required, to let out the air too much 
dilated. By this eafy method we avoided the expanfions and 
explcfions which perfons unacquainted with thefe matters ap- 
eee. The inflammable air could not break its prifon, 
lince it had alwaysa vent, and the atmofpherick air could not get 
into the globe, fince its preffare made the appendage ferve as a 
valve to oppofe its entrance. 
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«< After fifty-fix minutes progrefs, we heard the gun, which was 
the fignal of our difappearing from the obfervers at Paris. Not 
being obliged to confine our courfe to an horizontal direction, 
as we had ’till then done, we gave ourfelves up to the contem- 

lation of the varied fcencs in the open country beneath us.— 
We fhouted, Viwe fe Roi, and heard our fhouts re-echoed. We 
heard, very.diftin€ly, voices faying, ‘* Are you not afraid, my 
friends? Are not you fick ? What a clever thing it is! God 
preferve you! Farewell, my friends !”—We continued wavin 
our banners, and we faw that thefe fignals redoubled the joy aa 
fecurity of thofe below. We feveral times came down low 
enough tobe heard : people aiked us whence we came, and what 
time we fet out; and we a(cended, bidding them farewell. As 
circumftances required, we threw out, fucceflively, great coats, 
muffs, and cloaths. . 

** As we failed over L’Ifle Adam, we fourifhed our banners, 
and afked after the prince of Conti ; but had the mortification 
to be told, by a {peaking trumpet, that be was at Paris. At 
length,. re-afcending, we reached the plains of Nefle, about 
half after three ; when, as I intended a fecond expedition, and 
wifhed to avail myfelf of the advantage of fituation, as well as 
of the day-light, I propofed to M. Robert to defcend. Seeing 
a treop of country people running before us over the fields, we 
defcended towards, a f{pacious meadow, enclofed with fome trees 
and bufhes. Our chariot advanced majeftically along a large 
inclined plane, As it approached the trees, fearing it might be 
entangled among them, I threw out two pounds of ballaft, and 
it fprang upwards over them. We ran over above twenty toifes 
within one or two feet of the land, and looked like travellers in 
a fledge. The country people purfued us as children do a butter- 
fly, without being able to overtake us. At length we came to 
the ground, As fopn asthe curate and fyndicks could be 
-brought to the fpot, T drew up a verbal procefs, which they im- 
mediately figned. Prefently galloped up the duke de Chartres, 
the duke de Fitz-James, Mr. Farrer, an Englifh gentleman, and 
a number of horfemen, who had followed us from Paris. For 
tunately we alighted near a hunting: feat of the latter, who im- 
mediately mounted his horfe, and, riding up to us, exclaimed, 
.£ Mr. Charles, I am firft.’ The prince embraced us both in 
our chariot, and immediately figned the procefs ; fo did the 
duke de Fitz-James. Mr. Farrer figned it three times: his 
fignature was omitted in the journal; for he was fo tranfported 
with joy, that he-could not Write légibly. 

** Of above z00 horfemen who followed us from Paris, only 
thele could overtake us; the “reit had knocked up their hortes, 
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or given out. After relating a few particulars to the duke de 
Chartres, I told him I was going off again, and afked when he 
would have me return: he replied, in half an hour. M. Ro- 
bert quitted the chariot, as we had agreed. ‘Thirty peafants 
held down the machine. I afked for fome earth to ballait it, 
having not above four or five pounds left. A fpade was not at 
hand, nor were there any ftones ia the meadow. The fun was 
near fetting. I made a hafty calculation of the time requifite 
for the alteration of the weight, and giving a fignal to the pea- 
fants to quit their hold, I {prang up like a bird. 

In twenty minutes I was 1500 toifes high, out of fight of all 
terreftrial objeéts. I had taken the neceffary precautions againit 
the explofion of the globe, and prepared to make the obferva~ 
tions which I had promifed myfelf. In order to obferve the ba« 
rometer and thermometer placed at the ends of the chariot, 
without altering the centre of gravity, I knelt down in the mid- 
dle, itretching forwards my body and one leg, holding my 
watch and paper in my left band, and my pen and the ftring of 
the valvein my right, waiting for the event. The globe, which 
at my fetting out was rather flaccid, {welled infenfibly. The 
air eicaped in great quantities at the valve. 1 drew the valve 
from time #0 time, to give it two vents ; and I continued to af- 
cend, ftill lofing air, which iffued out hiding, and became vi- 
fible, like a warm vapour in acold atmofphere. 

The reafon of this phenomenon is obvious, On the earth 
the thermometer was feven degrees above the freezing point; 
after ten minutes afcent, it was five degrees below. The in- 
flammable air had not had time to recover the equilibrium of 
its temperature. Its elaftic equilibrium being quicker than that 
of the heat, there mult efcape a greater quantity than that which 
the external dilatation of the air could determine by its leaft 
preflure. For myfelf, though expofed to the open air, I pafled 
in ten minutes from the warmth of {pring tothe cold of winter, 
a fharp dry cold, but not too much to be borne. 1 declare, that 
in the firft moment I felt nothing difagreeable in the fudden 
change. When the barometer ceafed to rife, | marked exactly 
18 inches 10 lines, the Mercury fufferiog no fenfible ofcillation. 
From this ofcillation I deduct a height of 1524 toifes, or there- 
abouts, ’till [ can be more exact in my calculation. In a few 
minutes more my fingers were benumbed by the cold, fo that I 
could not hold my pen. I was now ftationary, and moved only 
in an horizontal direction. I rofe up in the middle of the cha- 
riot, to contemplate the {cene around me. At my fetting out, 
the fun was fet on the valleys ; he foon rofe for me alone, who 
was the only luminous body in the horizon, and all the reft of 
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nature in fhade: the fon himfelf prefently difappeared, and Ihad 
the pleafure of feeing him fet twice in the fame day. I beheld, 
for a few feconds, the circumambiént air and the vapours rifing 
from the valleys and rivers. The clouds feemed to rife from the 
earth, and collect one upon another, {till preférving their ufual 
form, only their colour was grey and mionotonows, from the want 
of light in the atmofphere. The moon alone enlightened theme 
and-fhewed me that I was tacking about twice, and [ obferved 
certain currents that brought me back again. I had féeveral fen- 
fible deviations, and obferved, with furprize, the effects of the 
wind, and faw the ftreamers of my banners point upwards. 

** This phanomenon was not the effect of afcent or defeent, 
for 1 then moved horizontally. At that inftant I conceived, per- 
haps a little too haftily, the idea of being able to fteer one’s own 
courfe. In the midft of my tranfports | felt a violent pain in 
my right ear and jaw, which I afcribed to the dilatation of the 
air in the cellular conftructiun of thofe organs, as much as to 
that of the external air. I wasin a wailtcoat, and bare-headed. 
I immediately put on a woollen cap, yet the pain did not go off 
but as I gradually defcended. Fof feven or eight minutes I had 
ceafed to afcend ; the condenfation of the internal inflammable 
air rather made me defcend. I now recclle€ted my promife to 
return in half an hour, and, pulling the upper valve, I came 
down, ‘The globe was now fo much emptied, thar it appeared 
only an half globe. I perceived a fine plowed field near the 
wood of Tour de Lay, and haftened my defcent. When I was 
betiveen 20 and 30 toiles from the earth, I threw out haftily 
two or three pounds of ballait, and became, for a moment, fta- 
tionary, till | defeended gently into the field, about a league 
from the place whence I fet out. 

*« The frequent deviations and turnings about, make me ima- 
gine this voyage was about three leagues, and I was gone about 
thirty-three minutes. Such is the cettainty of the cofhbina- 
tions of our aeroftatre machine, that 1 can at pleafure complete 
130 fpecific lightnefs ; the prefervation of which, equally vo- 
luatary, might have kept me in the air at leaft 24 hours longer. 
When the two dukes faw me at a diftance coming down, they 
and the reft left M. Robert to meet me, and haftened to Paris ; 
and the prince himfelf moft kindly undertook to'give the pub- 
lie an account of us, and to quiet their apprehenfions for us.” 





On the USEFULNESS of THOUGHTS of DEATH. 


OTHING is more powerful to reftrain mankind within 
the bounds of their duty; to enable them to judge of 
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their duty ; to enable them to judge of every thing without pre- 
jadice ; to calm their paffions, and wean them ftom the delights 
of this world; than the confideration of death, according to thé 
words of the wife man: ‘* Remember thy end, that thou mayeft 
never fin,” It is cettain, that if, during this troublefome life, 
we daily confidered that death will foon put an end to our cares, 
to our inquietudes, and all the evils we {fuffer, and will alfo re- 
leafe us, in fpite of ourfelves, from all our labours, our love, out 
defires, and freé us from all out troubles, we fhould lead a much 
more eafy, lefs troublefome, and lefs turbulent life. We thould 
be lefs avaricious, lefs ambitious, and lefs concerned about mif- 
fortunes, loffes, and injuries, and lefs addiéted to the enjoyment 
of created things. But fo blind are mankind, that they keep at 
the utmott ciftance from fo wholefome a thought, juft as if they 
could annihilate the eternity that awaits them, by chafing ic 
from their thoughts. Eternity will fubfiltin fpite of them ; it 
draws nearer to them ; and death, which opens the gate to it, 
will foon put them under an inevitable and dreadful neceflity of 
knowing themfelves to be either eternally happy or miferable. 

Since they cannot avoid death, they think to make them- 
felves happy by not reflecting on it; but it will be’vain for us to 
divert our thoughts another way ; all things forewarn us of our 
approaching diffolution ; hunger, thirft, diftempers, a continual 
decay of our bodies, and an infinite number of accidents whieh 
daily threaten us, are ike fo many iummons to remind us of 
death. Our friends, who die at the fame age with ourfeives, 
admonifh us to prepare e’re long to tread the fame path: nay, 
every alteration we find fhould advertife us thereof ; for life 
pafles away by continual changes, ’cill death puts the final pee 
riod to it. We muft feel the fame alterations that others have 
f{een, and do fee ; and as they ought to improve thefe to their 
own benefit, fo pofterity alfo thou!d benefit by their’s. 

The thoughts of death are highly proper to give a man a dif- 
tafte of this world, to check his pride, aud infpire him with a 
happy fear of the judgement of God ; becaafe the death of the 
body, though terrible in itielf, is in reality an emblem of the 
death of the foul. It is a moft furprizing blindnefs im-man, to 
fee his life pals away continually, without thinking of his jatter 
end, without confideration, without inquietudes, without fore- 
fight, and without fear ; blindly following all his inclinations, 
not reflecting on what is likely to follow, but, on the contrary, 
labouring with all his might to do thote things which mutt ren- 
der him miferable to ali eternity. Who can be. fecure of his 
life for an hour? How can a man tell bat this prefent is his 
lat ?. Death, who threatens us every moment, will transfer us 
fuddenly 
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faddenly into an eternal ftate, either of happinefs or mifery. 
This life, which is the moft frail and uncertain thing imagin- 
able, is all that ftands betwixt us and heaven and hell. As no- 
thing is more true, fo nothing ought to be more terrible ; and 

et this is the very thing we think of laftof all. O death ! how 
Sieer art thou to thofe who place their whole delight in riches ! 
But the very thoughts of death ara fo {weet to thofe wha fepa- 
rate their minds from all vifible things, and think only of invi- 
fible, that they can truly fay with the Apoitle, ** Our converfa- 
tion is in heaven, from whence we look for our Saviour, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who fhall change our vile body, that it may 
be fafhioned like unto his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby he is able to fubdue even all things to himéelf. 
Phil. iii. 21, 22.” 





Some additional Account of ELIZABETH BROADMEAD, 
aged 116, who is now living. 
e.. te... ek. Per 2 Be Re 
SIR, 


F the following inftance of longevity will afford any enter- 
tainment to your readers, it is much at your fervice, and 
you may depend on its authenticity. 





BEING laft fummer at the parihh of Trull, near Taunton, 
curiofity led me to vifit a poor woman who is now in the rr6th 
year of her age. Her name is Elizabeth Broadmead. She was 
the daughter of a little farmer named Rottenborough, who was 
a foldier at the battle of Sedgmoor, when the duke of Mon- 
mouth’s army was defeated there ; at which time fhe fays fhe 
was fifteen years old, and this account is confirmed by the pa- 
rif regifter. At that time fhe was left at home to take care of 
the family, and carry the produce of the farm to the army, and 
to Taunton market. 

About four years fince, fhe became incapable of walking, and 
Joft the ufe of her right arm. Soon after this fhe loft her fight, 
and became fo deaf, that it was troublefome to converfe with her. 
She is about the middle ftature, and has ftrong features : her 
nofe is large and prominent, projeéting confiderably at the end ; 
and her chin a little picked. Her voice, though now reduced 
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through age to a treble, appears to have been ftrong, harfh, and 
mafculine. ’*Till within five or fix years, her memory has been 
tolerably good, and enabled her to relate the particulars of 
many events within her knowledge, at and even before the time 
of Monmouth’s defeat. 

Being blind, fhe did not perceive my entering the room, and, 
for fome minutes, I refrained from fpeaking, wishing to fee her 
free from all that reftraint on her behaviour, which the prefence 
of aftranger might occafion. It was her dinner time, and fhe 
was fitting by the fire with a joint-ftool before her, on which 
was an earthen pan with fome cut pieces of boiled meat and 
bread in it. This fhe was eating with an apparently good ap- 
petite, feeding herfelf with her left hand. ‘Though her teeth 
were gone, fhe chewed her food a little, but fwallowed it prett 
quick. The mafcles that moved her tongue feem to be muc 
relaxed, for I obferved that when fhe opened her mouth to take 
a morfel, her tongue would generally fall out, and feemed very 
thick, and it appeared to be withdrawn with fome difficulty. Her 
complexion was rather dark, but not cadaverous ; her eyes lan- 
guid, the fkin of her face much wrinkled and loofe, buat the 
lines of feature were ftill ftrong : her pulfe was very good, and, 
from her appearance all together, 1 fhould not have thought her 
more than eighty years old. On fpeaking to her, the com- 
plained of being very frequently in pain, and expreffed her 
withes for death. She frequently makes a groaning noife; but 
it appears to be habituated, rather than from any immediate 
caufe, After a fhort converfation, the, at the requeft of the gen- 
tleman who accompanied me, hummed us a ftanzaof a fong 
made in her youth ; but very juftly obferved, as an apology, 
that her finging days were now over. 

Although in very indigent circumftances, fhe is decently fup- 
ported with every neceflary by H. Whitmarth, Efq; (a gentle- 
man who lives near her,) and fome other kind neighbours ; and 
her appearance and ftate of health do not exhibi: any figns of a 
{peedy diffolution. She is, however, a curious fubject for the 
inveftigation of a philofopher, who withes to fee human life ex- 
tended far beyond the ufual limits of its duration. 


I am, Ec, E. R,. 





ANECDOTES of MENGS, a celebrated Painter. 


T is very feldom that great artilts regardriches. That great 
painter Mengs, whofe valuable paintings are to be feen all 
over 
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over Europe, did not leave wherewithal to pay for his fune- 
ral, though he touched in hard money during the lafl eighteen 
years of his life more than 180,oco crowns. When he Jaft en- 
tered Paris by the bridge called Biavoifin, the cuftom-houtfe offi- 
cers found in his portmanteau a number of fnuff boxes fet with 
gold and diamonds, which had been prefented to him by rhe 

ing of Spain, and other great perfonages. They atked him 
if they were for his own private ufe, or for fale: if he had faid 
they were for his own private ufe, he would have pafled, but he 
aig that he was neither merchant nor fnuff-taker. ‘The 
officers, therefore, were obliged to feize them ; and there he 
would have left them, if fome friends had not exerted them- 
felves to reftore them to him. He was {fo blunta {peaker, that 
when Pope Clement XIV. afked him his opinion of fome pic- 
tures he had bought of a merchant of Venice, and what he 
thought they were worth, he replied, “* Nothing. Your holi- 
nefs is cheated.”—Mengs was alfo an author of great merit, and 
wrote feveral ingenious traéts. He died at Rome, where he fel! 
a viétim to a quack and a nun of Narni, one of whom gave him 
a violent purgative medicine, and the othcr tome marvellous re- 
ceipts. 





For the WEEKL¥ ENTERTAINER. 


BON MO Tf. 


Gentleman of Martock being told that a Hiftory and De- 
fcription of the County of Somerfet was going to be 
publithed by Mr. Rack, fecretary of the Bath Agriculture So- 
ciety——** Iam forry for it,” fays he, fhaking his head. —** Why ?” 
replied the other.—‘* Why !” anfwered he very drolly, “I am 
forry that the county of Somerfet is going to Rack,” 
Martack, Fanuary 12, 1784. eae 





REFLECTION §&, 


HE vain fancy the flatteries of their own imagination to be 
the voice of fame. We fancy that we hate flattery when 
we only hate the manner of ict. 
He who is floweft to promife, is the quickeft to perform. 
Self-conceit is none of the fmalleft bleffings from heaven. 
Flattery is a falfe coin, which our vanity makes current. 
BAG A- 
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B’A GAT E BLE S. 


Sn hiv 2 Revi 


= RAVITY (fays Sterne) is a cloak for ignorance, or 
for folly ; and whenever it comes in my way, I fel- 
dom give it quarter, however theltered or protected.” 

The habit of gravity is generally black, and its head covered 
with a large wig, powdered. 

The learned profeffions affect gravity. 

Undertakers affect it ex officio. 

Sterne again.—** Gravity is an arrant fcoundrel, and of the 
moft dangerous kind too, becaufe a fly one ; and I believe more 
honeft, well-meaning nien, are bubbled by gravity, than by 
pocket picking and fhop lifting.” 

This is a fevere affertion, confidering that all magiftrates, and 
particularly juftices of the peace, are grave men. 

Let us look to the learned profeffions. 

I have known a barrifter, who, by the affe€tation of gravity, 
covering an empty head with a big wig—filling fhelves with 
books he never read—and difplaying a fictitious thew of deeds, 
briefs, &c. in a ftady where he had never ftudied, make more 
money in a fingle term, than a young fellow of candour, fenfe, 
and learning, could do in a year—and why? Becaufe the young 
fellow poffeffed vivacity. 

Vivacity would damn an Efculapian in his profeffion. It is 
not fkill in phyfic, but the art of adjufting the rifible mufcles, 
that recommends the members of the faculty. Doétor Bolus 
knows fufficient Latin to write a recipe, and fufficient Greek to 
deafen his patients with technicals, bat he knows nothing of the 
materia medica; yet gold fhall pour in upon Doctor Bolus, while 
a gentleman of gigantic parts and liberal education is over- 
looked, or, what is worfe, looked upon with contempt—and 
why ? Becaufe the former never laughs, but the latter gives free 
exercife to the impulfe of his natural {pirits. 

There goes a fawning fycophant—his eyes fixed upon the 
ground, his hopes upon a mitre; he neither turns to the right 
hand or to the left :—for the cries of charity he has a blefling— 
for the calls of friendthip cordial advice. Look to his drefs, 
how neat !—to his manners, how hamble !—to his heart how 
proud !—This is a man of gravity ! 

I mutt again advert to Sterne—‘‘ In a merry heart there is 
no danger but to himielf, whereas the very eflence of gravity 
is defign, and confequently deceit.” 

Our religion does not teach it—* eat, drink, and be merry, 
for to-morrow we die,’? 


Vou. Ll, 56. M «© Gravity 
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«* Gravity is a taught trick to gain credit of the world, for 
more fenfe and knowledge than a man is worth ; and with all 
its pretenfions, it is no better, but often worfe than what a French 
wit has long ago defined it—a myfferious carriage of the body to 
cover the defetis of the tind.” : 

Women are lefs vivert'to'this fpecies of affectation than mén, 
and thofe who affame it ate géterally the worft of their fex. 

Procureffes afe'grave as a proverb ; and the wanton, whofe de- 
fign lies folely on your purfe, is always found in a grave cha- 
racter. 

A man may find generofity under a fiding habit, or tawdry 
ornaments ; bet depend upon it that the Quaker’s drefs, the fer- 
vant’s plainnefs, the weeds of mourking, are Only coverings to 
dectitfal hearts. 


eR PARP 
Srnceriwt ¥é 


Sincerity is the brighteft quality in ahy man’s chara€ter, How 
feldom found! Thofe who want it, when difeovered, lofe that 
confidehce, without which no dealing can be carried on by man- 
kind. 

Heaven help that man who fhould be found deftitute of fin- 
cerity. 

Every man and every woman knows the value of this jewel, 
fincerity, for even thofe affume itwho have it not, ‘This produ- 
ces hypocrify, and what vice is there that ‘hypocrify is not 
equal to? 

“« Sincerity is a jewel !” fays the noble lord, when making 2 
promife he never intends to perform. 

«* Sincerity is a jewel! fays the lover, when fuing for hap- 
pilnefs from the woman he is determined to ruin and abandon. 

“* Sincerity is a jewel!” fays'the mock patriot, when apply- 
ing for the intereft he intends to abafe. 

“« Sincerity isa jewel !” fays the creditor to his‘debtor, while 
he knows a bailiff waits at the door to arreft him. 

In arbitraty povertiments fincerity is fcarce ever to be found, 
The grand fignior fends for his vizier ; they flip together on terms 
of the warme't cordiality. The vizier returns home, and there 
firids the fignior’s tutes to prefent him with the paifoned bow! or 
the bow-firing. 

In thatrimiony, where one mind fhould rule both bodies, haw 
feldom do'we find this valuable, inuch to be with for commodity, 
fincerity! He who poffeffes it is wonderful. He who has i¢ 
net isa moniter. It is the sreatett defideratum in huinan coh. 
duct, 


a Anfwrir, 
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Anfwer, by F. H. of Shaftefoury, to S. M. Os enigmarical Lift 
of Six of the Mufes, inferted December 15. 


1. Polyhymnia. 4 Terpfichore. 
2. Euterpe. 5- Melpomere. 
3» Erato. 6. Calliope. 


$$ We have received the like anfwer from Taflo, of Briftol. 





Anfwer, by a Conftant Reader, to Sobrius’s Enigma, inferted 
December 22. 


ITHOUT fearching of records, or feeking of fame, 
W I quickly found out of aGIANT the name ; 


For no fooner I’d read your enigma quite through, 
‘Than the great hideous moniter appear’d in full view. 


” 





Anfwer, by Taff, of Briftol, to Arion’s Enigma, inferted Now. 24. 


HILD of affli&tion, cloth’d in myftic drefs, 
Great in misfortune, pleafing in diltrefs } 

Thy monrnful tale demands the byrfting tear ; 
Oh! could my PEN thy drooping {pirits chear ! 
But Entertainia’s bards, sonaneatl Ge fenfe, 
Hear thy appeal, and join in thy defence ; 
E’en Taffo would, an enemy in view, 
Draw his goofe quill, and boldly fight for yous 


*\\* We have received the like anfwer from Philagathus, of 
Briftol ; a Conftant Reader; Tyro, of Cerne; and J. Davies, 
of Gluvias. : 





A GU 2 § 3 2.0 2 
Taken from Carnan’s Ladies Diary, for 17843 and inferted at the 
Requeft of a Corre/pondent. 


WENTY knights, 24 merchants, 17 citizens, 15 lawyers, 
fpent at dinner Sol. Now 7 knights fpent as mych as 
ten merchants, 5 merchants as much as 8 citizens, and g citizens 


as much as 13 lawyers: How much did each fpend ? 
M 2 A QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, dy F. Quant, of Hinton St. George. 


AP™! [ the fun’s co-altitude 46°, co-latitude 38.30, 


and the-time from noon 2 hours or 309%. Required 


the angle which the fun’s azimuth makes with his circle of 
declination. . 





KINGS of SCOTLAND enigmatically expreffed, by J. S. of 


Shepton- Mallet. 


3 IRST bring a vehicle us’d in the eaft, 


$ 


Jott half of a battle, one-third of a beaft, f 
And three-fevenths of a dainty that graces a feaft. 


Three-fifths of a food that’s eiteemed by moft, 


. Three-fourths of by what many rife toa poft, é 


And th’ initial of what makes one give up the ghoft. 
Two-fevenths of her whom gay Ovid admir’d, 

Th’ initial of him whom poor Echo defir’d ; 

The fame too of David’s fixth wife pray expound, 
And half of an empire that’s greatly renown’d. 


. Two fixths of a nymph who much iov’d Selenus 
ymy 2 


And into a fountain was changed by Venus; 
The fzme of a frolic, one-fifth of a fool, 
And two-fifths of a perfon employ’d in a f{chool. 


. Two-fixths of a monarch of Gath next explore, 


Whom David, ’tis faid, feigned madnefs bef ore, 
'Two-twelfths of an animal found in the Nile, 
And two-fixths of a perfon whofe aétions are vile. 


. To half of what’s oftentimes feen ina ring, 


Q- 


The initial unite of afam’d Jewith king, ; 

The fame too of what, gents, perhaps may oft teaze ye, 

And half of what make things familiar and eafy. 

A partof an aquatic animal thow, 

Three-fevenths of her who was chang’d to a crow ; 

A fpace of time, alfo, that’s noted for wind, 

One-third of a Monmouthhire town call to mind, 

And th’ initial of what’s unpoffefs’d by the blind. ¢ 

Three-fevenths of what I’ve by this try’d to do, 

Half of what in the firmament often we view, 

‘Two-ninths of a maid turned into a flone 

For flighting Iphis, and a metal well known, 

'Two-fixths of the beft news that ever was heard, 

Which is by all Chriftians moft highly rever’d, 
Two-thirds 
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Two-thirds of an old warlike engine muft follow, 
With the initial of her who was lov’d by Apollo. 

10. Acity which near unto Bethel ance ftood, 
Two-thirds of a fifh, and one-fourth of a broed. 

11. Of a female two-fifths, to whom Job was ally’d, a> 
With half of a mountain on which Mofes dy’d, ¢ 
And th’ initial of her who was Antenor’s bride. 

1z. To half of a perfon that’s deemed a friend 
Join a fharper that does on the tair fex attend. 

13. Three-fevenths of a fea-filh which numbers do prize, 
And four-ninths of a place where John us’d to baptize. 

14. Two-ninths of a kingdom’s metropolis name, 
Of Jupiter’s cup-bearer mention the fame, ¢ 
And th’ initial of what has brought many to fhame. 

s. To conclude, bring a liquor ; and, changing a letter, 

A fowl that’s well known, and but few I think better. 





A REBUS, by Tafp, of Brifol. 


Virgin of yore who experienc’d the love 
Of the greatelt and mightielt of gods (I mean Jove) ; 

A beaft that has often been fought, but in vain; 
A fowl that is large, and oft feen on the plain ; 
A tree much in ufe ; a fruit that is dear; 
And a beaft fam’d for largenefs muft bring up the rear. 

Now thefe fix initials, when rightly combin’d, 

Will tell you the name that I’ve had in my mind ; 

O come then, ye bards, who difpute for the prize, 

And tell me the hero I’ve wrapp’d in difguife. 


Speen eee 


The editors are much obliged to Taff for kis friendly commue 
nications, and are of opinion that his performances do him conft- 
derab.e credit. and the more on account of the very circumftance 


which he modeftly affiens as an apology for them, 
Spek hee 


E:R: RA TUM. 


In Taffo’s Adareft to Mifs , inferted December 8, line 5 
Srom the bottom, for fleeping, read fleeplefs, 





POETRY. 








| det. cele Sele pee Ea 


Te HERMIT: 4 Fasusz. 
By Neos, of Yorringtoz. 


ENEATH a.mountain’s tufted head 
A fage his fimple grot had made, 

From whence at once he eould furvey 
A wide extent of land and fea. 
Here as he fat his peace enjoying, 
No anxious thought his breaft annoying, 
The-verdant woods were high to view ; 
On ev'ry fhrub fweet bloffoms grew ; 
The rural choir, perch’d on the fprays, 
Were warbling forth harmonious lays ; 
Peafants were whiftling through the glade. 
As towards home their way they made ; 
The thips compell’d by gentle gales, 
Hoifted aloft their fwelling fails ; 
The rofeate {pring encreas’d the fcene, 
And beauty ev’ry where was feen : 
When, lo! the boift’rous winds arife, 
And darknefs envelopes the tkies ; 
The billows moypt high in the air ; ; 
The Gailors thrieks now wound the ear : 
To add more herror to the whole, 
The lightnings flafh from pole to pole. 
The Rorm at jait its fury {pends ; 
An earthquake now all nature rends. 
Whole crowds of peafants now.appear, 
Struck with aftonifhment aad fear, 
Thinking the hermit’s pious caye, 
Could finners from perdition fave. 
Thefe moral words then {poke the fage, 
Whofe locks proclaim’d his length of age : 
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*« My friends, be not fommuch difmay’d ; 
<< For want of thought you’re thas afraid. 
** This war of elements would be 

«* Dreadful alike to you and me 

** Bat I’ve confider’d all my days 

«« Th’ Almighty’s providential ways ; 

“« His pow’r, ’tis true, no limit knows, 

« Yet goodnels till as great he fhews.” 








Jo a YOUNG LADY, with a NOSEGAY. 


OU that adorn’d the meadows where I rove, 
And loft in forrow linger out my days, 
Go, beauteous flowers, go to the nymph I love, 
Whiift banith’d here her faithful lover ftrays. 


Like you, fhe’s blooming, gentle, gay, and {weets 
Like you, from nature fhe derives each grace; 

And on her lovely cheeks yourfelves you’ll meet, 
For rofe and lily never leave the place. 


Like Flora, where fhe comes fhe makes the {pring 
Enamour’d fawns and fhepherds round her move, 
The pretty birds with tuneful voices fing, 
And Zephyr in warm fighs declares his love. 


Go, hafte, this-day perhaps fhe may be kind! 
Now Phcebus {miles, fo may her radiant eyes! 

Gently (left you difpleafe) the nymph remind 
Of an unhappy wretch who for her dies. 


You fee my love, my torments and my cares; 
Defcribe them feelingly, and let her know 
You owe your birth to my continual tears, 
And ftrive my languifhment-by yours to fhow. 


Tell her, her beauty foon like your’s will fade, 
Like your’s alas! no more to bloom again; 
To blefs our eyes alone you were not made, 
But to impart your fweets, and eafe our pain. 


Die on that breaft, whofe killing charms:outdo 


Your’s, and whate’er miftaken men admire; 
Whilt 
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Whilft here in vain (not half fo blefs’d as you) 
I with that at her feet I may expire. 
ALEXIS. 








On D E AT 4H. 


H! what avails the tyrant’s fway, 
Ambition’s haughty pow’r ? 
Why toil we all the live-long day, 
For triumphs of an hour? 


Can wealth infure the balm of peace, 
The difmal thought controul ? 

Or by her flattering fmiles releafe 
The anguith of the foul? 


= 


Can fancy footh the midnight gloom 
That haunts the confcious bed ; 

Or refcue the revengeful doom 
That waits the guilty dead? 
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Who can difclofe the depth of fate, 
One ficeting hour recall ? 

Who can protraét the fhorteft date, 
Or fave him from the fall ? 


Swift as the lightning’s rapid ftream 
Time wings her fubtle flight, 

Laughs at the well-concerted {cheme, 
The force of human might. 


Proof toeach vain, each glitt’ring toy, 
Death tends on all below; 

Nor in the pride of earthly joy 
Sufpends th’ unerring blow. 


High fluth’d with hope, the gaping throng 
In vain the tyrant fly ; 

In vain the great, the gay, the young, 
The vittor’s rage dety. 


All, deep ingulph’d in earth’s cold womb, 
Her utmoft fury own, 
And leave a monumental tomb, 


To fpeak how foon they’re gone. 








